
Black History Month at Marsh Hill Primary 
School



This year, at Marsh Hill, our focus for Black History 
month was based around equal opportunities.  Each year 
group focused on a different influential black British 

person .  Here are some examples of the work each year 
group produced.



Year 1
During Black history month, 1C have been learning about Walter Tull.

Walter Tull was only the third black footballer to play professionally in this country, for 
Tottenham Hotspur, in 1909. He helped make way for future black footballers.

During World War 1, he became the first black soldier to become an officer in the British Army.
We thought of words to describe Walter Tull and painted them in colours that we thought suited 
him. We looked at photos of Walter Tull and drew ourselves as footballers and soldiers, just like 

him.

1C also talked about Marcus Rashford
and how influential he has been recently.  





In 1G, the children found out about the author 
Davina Hamilton and listened one of her stories.  It 
was called ‘Riley Can Be Anything’.    

The inspiring rhyming story follows Riley as he 
discovers some of the wonderful things he can do 
when he grows up. With the help of his big cousin 
Joe, Riley is taken on a series of imaginative 
journeys that allow him to realise he can be 
anything he wants to be.



Year 2
In year 2, the children found 
out about Mary Seacole and 
how she remained kind and 

calm even though people were 
unkind to her due to the colour 

of her skin. 

In art, the children applied 
what they had learnt about 
zentangles and different 

shading techniques to colour a 
portrait of Mary Seacole. 

They close colours that they 
though represented her and 

what she stood for.    



In English lessons, the children focussed their work 
on a book called Amazing Grace.  The children were 
shocked when Natalie, a character in the story, told 
Grace that he could not be Peter Pan because she 

was black.  They talked about the theme of the story 
and how determined Grace was to be Peter Pan.  

She never gave up and showed great courage.



Some children wrote a diary as 
though they were either Nana, Ma 
or Grace.  They had to empathise 

with their character and think about 
how they might have felt.  This 

example is written from the 
viewpoint of Nana.  It shows how 

close she was to Grace and how she 
felt when she told her what Raj and 

Natalie had said to her in school.  



Year 3



Year 3 enjoyed learning 
about Malorie 

Blackman.  During the 
month of October, 
they shared stories 

that she had written.











Year 4

Year 4 found out about 
Benjamin Zephaniah.  
They read some of his 
poems and performed 
them.  In art, they 
completed a mindful 
sketch of their hand as 
a turkey. They used 
different grades of 
pencils as well as 
different shading 
techniques.

Click on the buttons to listen to 4H and 
4P perform the Talking Turkeys poem.



Year 5
In Year 5, the children found out about Mary Jackson, Dorothy Vaughan and Katherine 
Jackson. Women who helped to build NASA.  This linked to their work on space in 
science. 

Mary Jackson is a significant 
figure in the world of NASA and 
engineering. As an Black female 
working in engineering, Mary was 
an inspiration and a trailblazer 
for many others. Mary was a 
pioneer and used her position to 
enable others to have fair and 
equal opportunities.











Year 6
In Year 6, the children enjoyed finding out about 

Lewis Hamilton. We have researched his life, 
watched his races learned how he has become one 

of the most successful racing drivers ever.





The children have reflected on Lewis 
Hamilton's achievements and considered 

how his determination to succeed can 
inspire others.




